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the case, that such acute and ingenious persons, as now
for the first and last time in their lives traverse Jeru-
salem with their measuring tape, are wrong, and those
who were natives of the place fifteen hundred years
ago are right Of course such presumption consti-
tutes no plea at all for declining to examine their
arguments; it weighs nothing against an overwhelming
proof, when they have brought it; but, to use the
language of their school, when speaking of the
miracles of the Church, unless the proof fe oyerwhelm-

authority ? whereas Eusebius (after his manner) does but say
"ungodly men;" vid. supr. n. 157, note t.    Next, it is ob-
jected that there was no recognised tradition of the spot, be-
cause St. Helena had to search for it, and to summon learned
Jews and Christians to her assistance: but it does not follow,
because there was no popular tradition, that therefore there
was no historical and antiquarian knowledge of the fact, or,
again, no means of recovering it, though forgotten.   Further,
it is urged that it was unlike Hadrian's character to insult the
Christians, when he was but punishing the Jews.   But, grant-
ing his general leniency towards the former, what Sulpicius
says, Hist. Sacr. ii. 45, suggests the conjecture, that, from the
"circumstance of the Jewish Bishops not only being natives
and inhabitants of the place, but practising circumcision, he
confused them and their flocks and the objects of their vene-
ration with the Jews.    From these three considerations, (i)
that St. Jerome is the first informant that Hadrian placed a
Temple over the Sepulchre ; (2) that there was no continuous
public local tradition to that effect; and (3) that it is a deed
unlike Hadrian, it is proposed to infer that a place was pitched
upon at random as the site of the Sepulchre, and that, among
all places in Jerusalem, a heathen temple.   As to the actual
Sepulchre found under the mound, that of course is the xvork
of fraud.